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Emerson School Review Update  

Yesterday marked the first day of our 2025 Emerson School Review ñ an important opportunity to 

reflect on the past four years of our schoolõs strengths, areas for growth, and overall development. 

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the review panel for their participation and valuable   

contributions throughout the process.   I also want to thank the staff and students of our Food and 

Hospitality class (SSF) for their catering of morning tea and lunch for Day 1; the food you prepared 

was delicious!   

 

To all the students, staff and parents ð thank you for your ongoing support and commitment to the 

educational journey of the students here at Emerson School and your participation in the review.  

Your dedication continues to make Emerson a thriving learning community.  

 

I will share feedback with the Emerson community once the review has concluded. We have two 

more review days remaining ñ Monday, 17 November and Monday, 24 November, which will be the 

final day.  

 

John Mooney  

Principal  

Beginning Term 1, 2026, Emerson will be changing the way Parents and Carers receive 

and view our Newsletter.  

Newsletters will be sent to Parents/Carers via email where it will be viewable on mobiles, 

iPads, laptops and other devices .  

Parents/Carers can also view the newsletter in their selected language.  

Newsletters will no longer be printed and sent home with students but it will still be 

available on the Emerson website, on Compass and direct to your email.  

Should you not receive the newsletter in your email after week 1 of Term 1, 2026, please  

contact Emerson Schoolõs general offices . 
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VALUE OF THE FORTNIGHT  

Dianne Wright  Campus Principal  Middle School  

 

Peacefulness  

We have been studying the value, Peacefulness the past fortnight.  

 

Last Tuesday we observed a minuteõs silence to remember over 100,000 men and women who          

sacrificed their lives in war time so that today, all Australians have the gift of living in this wonderful 

country in peace and harmony.  

 

Remembrance Day was originally called Armistice Day. It commemorates the end of the First World 

War with the signing of the armistice on the 11 th of November 1918.  Armistice Day was observed by 

the Allies as a way of remembering those who died, especially soldiers with a ôno known graveõ.  On 

the first anniversary of the armistice, in 1919, one minuteõs silence was added to the Remembrance 

Ceremony.  In London 1920, the return of the remains of an unknown soldier from the battle fields of 

the Western Front, added more significance to the ceremony.  

 

Some people have been wearing red poppies this week. The red poppy is a symbol of remembrance. 

Red poppies were the first plants that sprouted from the battlefields in northern France and           

Belgium.  
 

 

Purposefulness  

We will be studying the value, Purposefulness for the next fortnight.  

 

Purposefulness is being very clearly focused on something. It is about having a goal and knowing 

what you want to do and why you want to do it.  Iõd like everyone to write down one goal that they 

would like to achieve before they finish term 4 this year, then I want you to ask yourself: ôwhy do I 

want to achieve this goal?õ  

 

Ask your teachers to send me the list of goals of every student in your class and why they were 

chosen ASAP. I will track your journey to achieving your goal.  
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Victorian All Schools Championships  

Over two weekends in October and November, nine Middle and Senior students participated in the 

Victorian All Schools Championships.  

This competition featured the best athletes from both independent and government schools across 

the state. As a team we collected 1 x Gold, 3 x Silver and 4 x Bronze medals:  

Teagan J (SSP) ð 1 x Gold (Javelin)  

Nick D (SSB) ð 1 x Silver (Long Jump), 1 x Bronze (200m) 

Fosi F (SSP) ð 1 x Silver (Shot Put)  

Fred G (MSI) ð 1 x Silver (100m), 1 x Bronze (1500m) 

Kai F (SSA) ð 1 x Bronze (100m) 

Mustafa R (MSK) ð 1 x Bronze (200m) 

Nick, Fred and Fosi have all qualified for the National All Schools Championships which will take 

place in Melbourne in early December. This will be a momentous occasion ð more details will be  

circulated about how to cheer on our three representatives!  

A huge thank you to Thomas Hutching who volunteered to fulfil Emersonõs duties and assist with 

the discus competition! Thank you as well to Teaganõs mother, Kara for getting students ready for 

their events.  
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JSJ HALLOWEEN CELEBRATIONS  

The boys in JSJ had a great time celebrating Halloween last week with a little party and some 

games. Students enjoyed making spider Oreo cookies, eating donuts hanging from a string without 

using their hands,  and playing the Toilet Paper Mummy Game.  
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John Milledge Scholarship Award 2025  

Year 11 student, Taiki, won the 2025 John Milledge Scholarship Award for Leadership.  

He was presented the award Thursday, November 6th at the Mulgrave Country Club, which hosted 

its twenty first annual scholarship presentation.  

Twelve local schools were each awarded a $2000 scholarship, presented by Dr Tien Kieu MP and 

Club President, Jim Saunders. There were 12 successful recipients from schools across Melbourne.  

The scholarship was awarded to worthy year 11 students entering year 12 studies.  

The criteria for the chosen recipient were not purely based on academic or sporting ability, but also 

financial hardship, personal sacrifice, citizenship and potential leadership.    

Congratulations Taiki! Everyone at Emerson is very proud of you.  
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JSJ boys ôclean upõ Emerson School for òClean Up Australia Dayó 

Last Thursday the boys from JSJ proudly took part in Clean Up Australia Day , showing great      

enthusiasm and teamwork. Armed with their special gloves and bright smiles, they set out to      

collect rubbish from around the main campus at Heatherton Road.  

Their efforts helped make our school cleaner and greener for everyone. Well done, boys ñ what 

fantastic role models!  
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SSE & SSV Share Warm Meals and Kindness  

As part of the VPC Community Awareness Project  in Personal Development Skills Unit 4 , students from 

SSE and SSV researched the issue of homelessness. After learning about the challenges faced by people 

experiencing homelessness, the students were inspired to take action and make a positive difference in their 

local community.  

 

Cornerstone  is a local charity organisation that supports people in need, and they were delighted for our 

students to help by cooking meals for those experiencing homelessness in the area. Students planned and 

organised the project, preparing and cooking meals on Wednesday and Thursday, and delivering the food to 

Cornerstone on Friday, 7th October.  

 

The students showed great enthusiasm and dedication throughout the project, working together with 

teamwork and compassion. Their hard work and generosity made the project a wonderful   success and a 

true example of community spirit in action.  

 

A special thank you to Ms. Lana Formoso for connecting us with Cornerstone and supporting this 

meaningful experience.  

 

Danushka Fernando             Jacqueline Malanga   

Essential Food Studies           VPC Visual Arts Teacher  
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Bee -ing Inspired: Senior Students Learn from Clancy the Bee Man  

On Monday, 10th November, the senior students of Emerson SSA and SSH were treated to a buzzing 

experience when Clancy the Bee Man visited for an engaging and educational workshop all about 

pollinators, native bees, and biodiversity.  

 

Clancy, brought his infectious passion for the natural world into the classroom, inspiring students to 

connect with nature and understand the vital role bees play in our ecosystems. The session explored 

fascinating topics including urban biodiversity, indigenous knowledge, and the importance of        

pollinators in maintaining healthy environments.  

 

As part of the hands -on experience, students rolled up their sleeves and created their very own bee 

hotels ñ safe habitats for native solitary bees made from bamboo, reeds, and other natural          

materials. These bee hotels will not only support local bee populations but also serve as a daily     

reminder of the studentsõ contribution to protecting nature. 

 

Sir David Attenborough once said, òIf children donõt grow up knowing about nature and appreciating 

it, they will not understand it, and if they donõt understand it, they wonõt protect it... and if they donõt 

protect it, who will?ó 

 

This message was truly brought to life through Clancyõs incursion. His work extends far beyond the 

classroom ñ to date, he has helped create over 4,000 native bee hotels across schools, community 

gardens, and reserves, nurturing a growing network of pollinator -friendly habitats.  

 

The day was a perfect blend of learning, creativity, and environmental stewardship, leaving students 

with a newfound appreciation for the small but mighty creatures that keep our world blooming.  
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MSE Excursion to Dandenong Market  

MSE students had a fantastic day exploring the vibrant Dandenong Market! They enjoyed tasting 

delicious crispy potatoes and warm jam donuts before visiting the Reuse, Recycle, Vic Health  stall. 

Students took part in fun, hands -on activities where they picked vegetables, helped with cooking, 

and learned how to compost food waste.  

They collected stamps for each section they completed and were excited to fill up their cards. It was 

a wonderful day of learning, tasting, and exploring sustainability in action!  


