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Dates to Remember

April

2nd - Last Day of Term 1

Middle School Campus finishes at 1:45pm - Buses have been notified

Jnr/Snr School Campus finishes at 2:00pm - Buses have been notified

2026 Victorian school term dates

2026 Start date Finish date

Term 1 28 January 2 April

Term 2 20 April 26 June

Term 3 13 July 18 September

Term 4 5 October 18 December

2026 Curriculum Days

Term Date

One Tuesday 27th January

Two To Be Advised

Three To Be Advised

Four To Be Advised

Welcome to Emerson School's iNewsletter
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Dear Emerson Community,

 

As we come to the end of Term 1, I would like to take a moment to reflect on what has been a

very busy and productive start to the year. It has been wonderful to see our students

engaged in their learning and our community working together to support their growth.

  Term 2 promises to be just as full and exciting, with many opportunities ahead for our

students and staff.

 

The Individual Education Plan (IEP) meetings and Student Support Group (SSG) meetings

have been invaluable. These have allowed us to set clear goals and pathways for our

students, ensuring we are supporting each individual student to achieve their best.

 

I would like to thank all families for their ongoing support and collaboration throughout the

term.

 

We have also celebrated the induction of our student School Leaders, and we wish them well

in their roles within our school.

 

I hope everyone enjoys a well-deserved holiday break and has the opportunity to rest and

recharge. We look forward to welcoming students back refreshed and ready for Term 2 on

Monday, 20 April.

 

John Mooney

Principal

Principal's Report
By John Mooney
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We will study the value Courage when we return to school on Monday 20th April. 

 

Anzac Day is always commemorated on 25 April every year. This special day gives us a time

to reflect upon the courage of so many men and women who have gone to war to ensure that

future generations of Australians can live in peace and enjoy freedom from prejudice and

other harmful restrictions. We are very fortunate to live in such a wonderful country where

resources are abundant and safety is a priority. 

 

The Anzac spirit, the comradery, mateship and courage can be seen in every Australian. 

Jaqueline Cations, a journalist for the Herald Sun, wrote that ‘the Anzac spirit…. is the ability

to fight against the odds and to venture into the unknown to perform acts of great courage,

kindness and sacrifice.’ Whether it be in the classroom, tackling a difficult problem or being

challenged on the sports field, our students also show courage knowing that they must

‘soldier’ on through adversity if they are to achieve their best.

Value of the Fortnight
By Dianne Wright - Middle School Principal
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Drysdale House has made history this term, proudly taking out the Honour Cup for Term 1,

2026—our first victory in over 15 years! It’s a fantastic achievement and a true reflection of

the consistent effort, kindness, and positive behaviour shown by our students throughout the

term. 

Every point earned has contributed to this special moment, and it’s safe to say—the drought

is officially broken.

 

A huge thank you must go to all Drysdale staff for your hard work, dedication, and

commitment. Your support and encouragement play a vital role in fostering the strong sense

of pride and teamwork within our house. We are incredibly proud of our Drysdale students

and the way they have represented the house—this is a well-deserved trophy.

 

We would also like to extend a special thank you to former staff member Mr Sam Silverwood

for announcing the victory at assembly via satellite!

With momentum now on our side, we look forward to going back-to-back in Term 2!

 

Kevin Van Twest

Drysdale House Leader    

Drysdale House Breaks the Drought
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We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Barbara and the wonderful women from the

Noble Park branch of the Country Women’s Association (CWA).

 

For many years, these generous ladies have lovingly hand-knitted Easter chickens and

Christmas candy cane stockings for the students in JSA, JSB, JSC and JSD, and personally

delivered them to Emerson School. Their time, care and thoughtfulness bring so much joy to

our students each year.

 

The CWA is a long-standing community group dedicated to friendship, fundraising, and

supporting women and children. The Noble Park branch, which has been running for an

incredible 68 years, continues to make a meaningful difference through its strong focus on

community service, crafting, and connection.

 

The Emerson Junior School staff and students are truly grateful for the kindness and

generosity of the Noble Park CWA. 

 

 Leanne Russell

Head of Junior School

Thank you from Junior School
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Students in JSI, JSJ, JSK and JSL have recently completed a 7-lesson swimming program at

Splash’s Swimming School during Term 1.

 

Throughout the program, students worked on developing their water safety skills and

swimming techniques. They also built their independence by managing their own

belongings, including getting changed and taking care of their swimming items.

 

As always, it was wonderful to see the students enjoying their time in the pool while learning

new skills and growing in confidence.

 

Leanne Russell

Head of Junior School

Term 1 Junior Swimming Program
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Students from SSS, along with some Middle School Graduates, recently hit the waves at

URBNSURF Melbourne as part of our Future Ready program. 

 

Students began by practising their surfing stance, balance and how to safely stand up on the

board before heading into the lagoon to give it a go on real waves. It was great to see

students building confidence and persistence as they improved with each attempt. 

 

They then moved into a Water Safety session, learning about currents, rips and how to stay

safe in the water, along with practising important CPR skills and how to respond in

emergency situations.

 

To finish, students worked in groups to enter and navigate a current and rip safely, applying

their knowledge in a practical setting. 

 

This was a great way to build understanding of how to stay calm and make safe decisions in

the water.

 

A fantastic day developing confidence and safety awareness.

SSS & MS Graduates URBNSURF Excursion
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Students from SSS, along with some Middle School Graduates, recently took on the treetops

at Tree Adventures Belgrave as part of our Future Ready program 

 

Students navigated a range of high ropes courses, including suspended bridges, climbing

elements and tricky obstacles high above the ground. A highlight was the zipline (flying fox)

sections, where students clipped in and glided through the trees from platform to platform.

 

The day challenged students to show confidence, perseverance and teamwork , with

everyone supporting each other and celebrating their achievements. 

 

A fantastic hands-on experience building independence and confidence.

SSS & MS Graduates TreeTop Adventures
Excursion
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Congratulations to Kobe from MSL and the rest of his team, The Huskeys, on winning the

Grand Final of the Pakenham Basketball Association.

 

The Huskeys beat the Mavericks by 5 points.

 

Well done to all of the players from both teams!

Student Achievements
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The below advertisements are for Community activities, events or tickets available to

Emerson Students and their families.

City of Dandenong - Autumn Escapes Holiday Activities

Running from 7 April – 17 April, this program is packed with free and low-cost events to

keep the autumn break fun, creative and active.

 

📅 Dates: 7 April – 17 April

💸 Cost: Free or low cost

📲 Bookings can be made through this link: Holiday Activities | Youth

 

Badminton Tournament

Free tournament for 12 – 25-year-olds. Can sign up as individuals or in doubles.

Thursday 9 April @ Badminton Connect 9am – 5pm

Divisions: U16 Doubles, U25 Doubles

Register here: Badminton Tournament | Youth

Community Activities, Events and Tickets
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Race Cars and Hot Laps!

Get Your free Tickets for Variety Stars on Track

Get ready for a brand‑new Variety Kids event, Variety Stars on Track!

Tickets for kids aged 12 and up to experience the excitement of riding in a real race car

around the Sandown Racetrack. It’s set to be a high‑energy day full of speed, smiles and

heart‑pounding fun.

The Details:

Sessions: 9:30am–10:30am | 11:00am–12:00pm | 1:30pm–2:30pm | 3:00pm-4:00pm 

Sunday, 26 April 2026

Sandown Raceway, Sandown 

Huge thanks to BMW Drivers Club Melbourne for making this event happen.

REGISTER

https://events.humanitix.com/variety-stars-on-track

Please note: Whilst all tickets are free, there is a one‑off $5 booking fee per order to secure

your spot and enjoy the action!

 

 

 

Spend Easter Monday at the Footy!

FREE AFL Game Day Tickets: Hawthorn v Geelong

Don’t miss the Easter Monday blockbuster between Hawthorn and Geelong. Register for

your free General Admission tickets and enjoy a great day of footy with the Variety family!

If you or your child need some downtime during the game, The Inclusion Project sensory

space - Located within the Australian Sports Museum on Level 1, inside Gate 3, behind

section M51 - will be available, offering a calm place to reset.

Monday, 6 April 2026

First Bounce at 3.15pm

MCG, Richmond

REGISTER
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Please note: Whilst all tickets are free, there is a one‑off $5 booking fee per order to secure

your seats and enjoy all the action from a great viewpoint.

 

 

 

Experience the Excitement of the AFL with Variety Victoria and Hawthorn FC!

FREE tickets to the Variety Inclusion Match - Hawthorn vs Port Adelaide

Variety - the Children's Charity, in partnership with Hawthorn Football Club and the Hawks

Community Fund, is excited to offer our community free tickets to experience the thrill of the

AFL.

Footy games can be overwhelming for some people, especially with noise and crowds. If you

or your child need a break, The Inclusion Project sensory spaces are available throughout

the game.

Located on Level 1 - Aisle 3 and Level 3 - Aisle 31, these calm, quiet spaces are staffed by

trained professionals and people with lived experience, and are there to help everyone feel

comfortable and supported on the day

Saturday, 18 April 2026

First Bounce at 4:15pm

Marvel Stadium, Docklands

REGISTER -

https://events.humanitix.com/2026-inclusion-match-or...

Please note: Whilst all tickets are free, there is a one‑off $5 booking fee per order to secure

your seats in the Variety Bay and enjoy all the action from a great viewpoint.
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Bupa Try Para Sports – Melbourne 

 

Disability Sports Australia and Paralympics Australia are hosting a Try Para Sports event in

Melbourne, giving people with disability the opportunity to try a range of sports and learn

about local pathways into Para sport.

Saturday, 11 April 2026

10:00am - 12:00pm

State Sport Centres  -  Parkville

This free event is open to people with disability aged 10+ and will include:

Opportunities to try different Para sports

Meet and connect with new people

Meet Paralympians

Learn about sport classification and local opportunities

This is a positive, inclusive and safe space to be active and have fun.

Places are limited and registrations are required.

Register here: https://events.humanitix.com/bupa-try-para-sports-2026...

#ParaSport #InclusiveSport #DisabilitySport #Melbourne
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JSA Asma G For being a good role model in class to others

JSB Zayd B For being a good role model to others in class

JSC Yeshua F For working hard to follow routines and expectations

JSD Winston H For always being so kind and playing nicely with others

JSE Russell B For best effort in all social and endeavours learning

JSF Amelia E For showing growing confidence and independance

JSG Elsie C For growing in independance and happiness in school

JSH Michael K For making the most improvement and always trying hard

JSI John S For best effort and a positive attitude towards learning

JSK Nua S For always trying her best, helping others and being kind

JSL Josh A For sharing his knowledge to help his peers

Junior School End of Term Awards
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MSA Wally W For giving everything a go at Blackwood Camp

MSB Jaxon For staying calm when facing challenges

MSC Benyamin T For having a great Term 1

MSD Daniel K For a positive attitude towards his learning

MSE Tyler Z For always being helpful and positive

MSF Ben D For showing initiative and patience when helping a 

class mate with their Maths work

MSH Campbell D For working with great effort during Literacy last week

MSI Chase F For displaying responsibility and assisting his peers

Artists of the Week Tyson MSL, Adella MSB, Robera MSJ, Layla MSI

Woodworker of the

Week

Maggie MSB, For improving her concentration and classroom work

rate to get a lot more work completed

ESO Student of the 

Week - ESO Lukas

Mackenzie MSD, for improvement in her reading tasks

Middle School Awards
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Milkshake Awards

Wally W

Jaxon S

Benyamin T

Daniel K

Tyler Z

Ben D

Paul T

Jackson D

Chase F

Campbell D

Robera M

Maggie K
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Term 1, Week 9 Awards

Endeavour Hills Aeden F

Narre Warren Michael C

Cranbourne Dakota A

Pakenham Abulfazal A

Noble Park Jayden M

Dandenong Philo G

Bus Awards
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Their Care's upcoming holiday program will run from 7 April to 17 April,

 

Please find below links to the flyer, a priority form, and booking form. 

 

The priority and booking form must both be completed and returned to Their Care. 

Hard copies are also available in the reception of both Campuses.

 

The closing date for submissions is Friday, 20 March 2026.

 

Program

Manager

 

Vildan Dede Agca

Their Care Autumn School Holiday Program

Emerson School HP Autumn Flyer 2026.pdf

Emerson School TheirCare booking form.pdf

HP Priority Form - Emerson Summer 2026.pdf
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Foodbank Mobile Supermarket

Foodbank will operate a "Mini Supermarket" from North Dandenong Neighbourhoood

Centre, providing much-needed food relief to Emerson School Families.

Families can choose from a selection of dairy, bread, fruit, vegetables and other healthy food

staples.

 

Emerson Families can pick up a voucher from the office of either Campus, the voucher will

need to be presented at the Foodbank Mobile Supermarket.

 

The Mobile Supermarket will be held at the Dandenong North Neighbourhood Centre, 41

Menzies Ave, Dandenong North.

 

Dates:

Tuesday 19 May

 

 

Announcements
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CSEF Applications are now open for 2026.

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provide payments for eligible students to

attend activities like school camp or trips, swimming and school organised sport programs,

outdoor education programs and/or excursions and incursions.

 

Parents with an eligible government Pension, Veteran Affairs or Health Care Card can apply.

If you have already claimed CSEF at Emerson, you will not need to re-apply in 2026.

 

2026 Youth MYKI Card

During 2026, select students will participate in the Travel Education Program.  Students will

travel on PTV and require a MYKI card. 

 

$5.00 annual Youth MYKI cards are available to all students under 18 years old.  Families

will be required to purchase a MYKI card for each child.   

 

Click on the following Youth Myki link to purchase the MYKI online, OR, go to a manned Train

Station to purchase the card.  Once purchased, all travel is FREE.   If you order the MYKI

online the Myki card will be posted to your home with your child’s name printed on the card.

 This saves confusion of who the card belongs to.  

 

If you are having any challenges with buying a MYKI card or registering the MYKI please

email Christine.marlow@education.vic.gov.au and I would be happy to make a time to assist

you. 

 

Remember to check the Compass portal for permissions for your child to attend excursions.

  Compass keeps all information current which is best for your child for medical information,

emergency contacts, etc.   Compass makes it quick and easy for parents and staff.    Please

ask the office if you need help using Compass. 

 

Kind regards, 

Christine Marlow 

Travel and Road Safety Education 

Emerson School 

csef-application-form-2026.pdf
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School Start and Finish times

We kindly remind all parents and guardians to please ensure that children are dropped off

and picked up within our school’s operating hours. Arriving on time helps children settle into

their day, attend all of their classes, and maintain continuity in their learning.

Timely pick-up at the end of the day is equally important, as it allows us to operate safely and

responsibly within our scheduled hours. Your cooperation plays a vital role in supporting

your child’s education and ensuring a smooth day for everyone.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership.

 

JNR/SNR Campus   Middle Campus  

Monday 9:00am - 3:00pm Monday 9:00am - 2:45pm

Tuesday 9:00am - 3:00pm Tuesday  9:00am - 2:45pm

Wednesday 9:00am - 3:00pm Wednesday 9:00am - 2:45pm

Thursday 8:50am - 3:00pm Thursday 8:50am - 2:45pm

Friday 8:50am - 3:00pm Friday 8:50am - 2:45pm

Please note—THURSDAY morning is Houses and FRIDAY morning is Assembly

Both ARE held at the MIDDLE SCHOOL Campus

 

 

 

Important Reminders
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Collecting Students during the day

We kindly remind all parents and guardians to please ensure that you avoid collecting your

child/children during the below recess and lunch times.

Junior School Junior School

Monday - Friday Recess 10:30am-11:00am

Lunch Eating Time 12:30pm - 12:45pm

Outside Play 12:45pm-1:30pm

Middle School  

Monday - Friday Recess 10:30am-11:00am

Lunch Eating Time 12:30pm - 12:45pm

Outside Play  12:45pm-1:15pm

Senior School  

Monday  Recess 10:30am - 11:00am

Lunch Eating Time 12:30pm - 12:45pm

Outside Play 12:45pm - 1:30pm

Tuesday - Friday Recess 11:15am - 11:45am

Lunch Eating Time 1:15pm - 1:30pm

Outside Play 1:30pm - 2:15pm

Reminder to wear Hats for Term 1

It is compulsory for students to wear hats for Terms 1 & 4.

We also strongly suggest that sunscreen us applied and a water bottle is brought to school to

keep hydrated.

Students are not permitted to wear hats depicting offensive or illegal logos.
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Subway orders are available to students each week on a Wednesday. 

 

There are special Subway envelopes available at the office of either campus.   Please fill in

details with the correct money included   and hand these to the Office any time before

Tuesday 10:00 am each week. 
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Emerson School will be no longer sending home paper consent forms and instead will be

using the Compass Management System.

All Parents and carers of Emerson School now have access to the Compass School

Management app and can now access the following features.

Monitor your child’s attendance, and enter an explanation for absence or lateness

Download and view your child’s academic reports

Pay and provide consent for events such as excursions and camps,   and pay school

fees

 

You can download the Compass App on Apple iOS and Android devices, simply search

for Compass School Manager in the store.

Access the website via the Emerson School Website page.

Access the website by searching the following link in your browser,                                             

 https://schools.compass.education/

 

Please contact the school if you need assistance with replacement log in details, logging in

or resetting your password.

Jnr / Snr School  -  9791 8900

Middle School  -  8762 6466

Compass
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